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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1-6 (Canceled). 



2Z 



7 (Re-presented - formerly dependent claim 7). The A method of 
performing beating heart surg ery claim 5 and further , comprising the step of 

maintaining at least partial blood flow through a protected blood flow 
path within a portion of at least one of the vena cava, the right atrium, the right ventricle and 
pulmonary artery of a beating heart. 

wherein the step of maintaining at least partial blood flow involves the step of pumping 
blood through said protected blood flow path by the action of the beating heart. 

wherein said protected blood flow path is established by positioning a conduit within at least 
one of the vena cava, the right atrium, the right ventricle, and the pulmonary arteiy. 

wherein said conduit is provided extending through the pulmonary valve 
and including a fluid inlet aperture disposed within the right ventricle, and ^ ^~ 

wherein said conduit is provided extending through the tricuspid valve 
and including a fluid inlet aperture disposed within the right atrium. 



/J 



/s 



8 (Original). The method of claim 7 and further, wherein said conduit is introduced into the 
right atrium through at least one of the inferior vena cava and xh^w^oi^i^gh^ atrium for 
passage through the tricuspid valve. ~ I ^ 

9 (Original). The method of claim 7 and further, wherein said conduit is introduced through 
the vena cava for passage into the right atrium. 

10 (Re-presented - formerly dependent claim 10). 3ke A method of 
performin g beating heart surgery claim 5 and further , comprising the step of 

maintaining at least partial blood flow through a protected blood flow 
path with in a portion of at least one of the vena cava, the right atrium, the right ventricle and 
pulmonary artery of a beating heart. 
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wherein the step of maintaining at least partial blood flow involves the step of pumping 
blood through said protected blood flow path by the action of the beating heart. 



15. 



z 



wherein said protected blood flow path is established by positioning a conduit within at least 
one of the vena cava, the right atrium, the right ventricle, and the pulmonary artery. ^ ^ 

wherein said conduit is provided extending through the pulmonary valve 
and including a fluid inlet aperture disposed within the right ventricle, and 
wherein said conduit is provided with a valve for preventing fluid back flow from the ^ ^ 
pulmonary artery into the right ventricle. 



( 
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11 (Original). The method of claim 7 and further, wherein said conduit is provided with a 
valve for preventing fluid back flow from the right ventricle into the right atrium. 



12-14 (Canceled). 



15 (Re-presented - formerly dependent claim 15). The A method of 
performing beating heart surg ery claim 11 and further , comprising the step of 

maintaining at least partial blood flow through a protected blood flow 
path within a portion of at least one of the vena cava, the right atrium, the right ventricle and 
pulmonary artery of a beating heart. 

wherein the step of maintaining at least partial blood flow involves the step of pumping 
blood through said protected blood flow path by the action of the beating heart. 



\N^Y whereirrsa idxonduit is positioned at least partially within the right atrium and extending 
through the tricuspid valve to pre-load the right ventricle, and 

wherein said conduit is provided with a valve for preventing fluid back flow from the right ^s^> 
ventricle into the right atrium. 




16 (Re-presented - formerly dependent claim 16). The A method of 
performi n g beating heart surg ery claim 11 and further , comprising the step of 
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maintaining at least partial blood flow through a protected blood flow path within a portion 
of at least one of the vena cava, the right atrium, the right ventricle and pulmonary artery of a 
beating heart. 

wherein the step of maintaining at least partial blood flow involves the step of pumping 
blood through said protected blood flow path by the action of the beating heart. ^^^^^^ ^^^^ 

wherein said conduit is positioned at least partially within the right atrium and extending - — 
through the tricuspid valve to pre-load the right ventricle, and 2y 

wherein said conduit is provided having at least one fluid inlet aperture disposed within the 
right atnum. 

17-55 (Canceled). 



